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We began our work as the new board of the Latin 

America Section (LA-WDA) at the end of 2019, with 

great enthusiasm. Below are our profiles: 

 

PEDRO ENRIQUE NAVAS SUÁREZ, 

CHAIR 

 Pedro is a 

veterinarian 

associated to the 

Laboratory of 

Wildlife 

Comparative 

Pathology 

(LAPCOM) at 

the Department 

of Animal 

Pathology, 

School of 

Veterinary 

Medicine and Animal Science, University of São 

Paulo. Pedro is currently developing his PhD studies 

evaluating the epidemiology, pathological 

characteristics and impacts of trauma by vehicular 

collisions in wild mammals of Brazil, as well as 

evaluating roadkill wildlife species as a pivotal 

source for disease monitoring. Pedro is a WDA-LA 

member since 2012. 

 

DIEGO SOLER TOVAR, VICECHAIR 

Veterinarian with a 

master’s degree in 

Animal Health 

(Microbiology and 

Epidemiology) from the 

National University of 

Colombia and a PhD 

student in Agrosciences 

(Population Medicine 

and Public Health) at the 

University of La Salle. 

Assistant professor at the 

College of Agricultural 

Sciences, both 

undergraduate and 

postgraduate, in the areas 

of Epidemiology, Food 

Safety and Public Health. 

Researcher of the Epidemiology and Public Health 

Group, Coordinator of the Research Seedbed Health 

and Editor of the Journal of Veterinary Medicine of 

the University of La Salle. Manager of the Technical 

Cooperation Project between the Pan American 

Health Organization (PAHO), the Ministry of Health 

and Social Protection (MSPS) and the University of 

La Salle. WDA member since 2010. 
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 OSCAR RICO CHÁVEZ, SECRETARY 

Veterinarian and 

Zootechnician 

with a PhD in 

Production and 

Animal Health 

Sciences from 

the National 

Autonomous 

University of 

Mexico 

(UNAM). Full 

time professor at 

the Faculty of 

Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science of the 

UNAM, and member of the Laboratory of Disease 

Ecology and One Health (www.eefmvz.net), in the 

field of parasite and host research. Founding member 

of the Mexican Association of Conservation 

Medicine - Kalaan Kab and active member of the 

WDA.  

 

MARINA GALVÃO BUENO, 

TREASURER 

Graduated in 

Veterinary Medicine at the 

School of Veterinary 

Medicine and Animal 

Sciences (FMVZ), 

University of São Paulo 

(USP), Brazil (2002), 

residency in wildlife health 

and management at the São 

Paulo Zoo Foundation and 

PhD in wildlife 

comparative pathology at 

the Laboratory of Wildlife 

Comparative Pathology - 

LAPCOM, FMVZ / USP (2002), studying parasitic 

diseases in wild and captivity primates. Over the 

years, she has worked in projects involving 

conservation medicine, wildlife translocation, 

infectious diseases and wildlife health and 

management, mainly in the Mata Atlântica and 

Amazon biomes. She has been a WDA member since 

2010 and participated in the WDA-LA committee 

between 2015-2017. Her goal is to continue 

collaborating with the expansion and consolidation of 

our section.   

 

ARICIA DUARTE BENVENUTO, 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE 

Graduated in 

veterinary 

medicine at the 

School of 

Veterinary 

Medicine and 

Animal Sciences, 

University of São 

Paulo (FMVZ 

USP), with an 

interest in wildlife 

medicine and 

conservation, with 

a special focus in 

marine mammals. 

Aricia has 

experience in 

handling, rescue, 

necropsy and release of aquatic animals, and recently 

worked as a pathologist at the Cananéia Research 

Institute - IpeC, part of the Santos Basin Monitoring 

Program (PMP-BS), Brazil. She is currently doing 

her PhD at the Wildlife Comparative Pathology 

(LAPCOM USP) under the supervision of Professor 

José Luiz Catão Dias.

http://www.eefmvz.net/
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By Carlos Sacristán

1) What do you think about the performance of 

WDA in Latin America? 

 Considering that we have a faithful base of 30-

40 members distributed in seven Latin American 

countries, renewing their membership year after year, 

I think that although we could do better, it has been 

an overall very positive experience. We have 

members who are officers, professors and researchers 

in conservation projects, universities and laboratories 

with a long history of study in wildlife diseases. To 

get an idea, our members are remarkable 

professionals who have made great contributions in 

our area by describing new diseases, identifying 

mortality events, managing conservation projects and 

training new professionals. However, our association 

might have one weakness; we have a small number of 

undergraduate student members, likely due to our 

countries’ known socioeconomically problems and 

their difficulty in joining the association. Thus, in my 

opinion, our efforts should be focused on finding 

ways to attract and maintain a significant number of 

students in our section. 

 

2)  What would be your suggestions to increase the 

interest in wildlife disease research (WDR) and 

what is, in your opinion, the role of WDA 

regarding this issue? 

Initially, I think there has always been interest in 

wildlife disease research. Unfortunately, sometimes 

this information is anecdotal in research centers, 

because they are no published papers or the studies 

are published in small regional journals with limited 

dissemination. I believe that our information has been 

more efficiently disclosed lately, due to the current 

globalization, social networking and 

internationalization of our national institutions. We 

must continue fighting to maintain and/or increase 

the research resources available in our countries. It is 

very likely that we will enter an economic recession 

period, but it is also a fact that the interest in studying 

infectious diseases in wildlife is going to be an 

extremely important topic, which is why I foresee 

that in the next few years we could have an increase 

in the financing opportunities for studies in this area. 

The role of the WDA will still be the same;(1) to offer 

professionals and students a channel to a network 

with the world’s experts in the study of diseases in 

wildlife, (2) to edit the Journal of Wildlife Diseases 

in order to promote and disseminate the great work of 

our members to the scientific community, and (3) to 

promote conferences and scientific meetings that will 

contribute to the dissemination and sharing of science 

in an interactive and informal setting, both regionally 

and globally.  

3) From your point of view, what improvements 

should be made to encourage collaboration 

between institutions? 

First of all, I consider important to create a 

regional network for our members, since some of our 

countries already have consolidated research groups 

(in various areas of wildlife diseases). Once this 

network is well-established and promoting through 

communication among the members, we could carry 

on to potential inter-institutional collaborations. 

 

Interview with Pedro Enrique Navas Suárez current chair 

Pedro measuring biometric parameters of a toco tucan 

(Ramphastos toco), killed by vehicle collision. Giant Anteaters 

and Highways Project, Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil. Source: 

Amanda Alves, 2019. 
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4) In your opinion, what are the current priority 

research topics? 

In my point of view, the study of the natural 

history of wildlife diseases is, and will continue to be, 

a relevant research topic. Within this macro topic, I 

consider relevant: a) searching for new pathogens in 

wildlife, b) monitoring the impact of zoonotic 

pathogens in wildlife, and c) designing new 

diagnostic tests to evaluate the impact of zoonotic 

diseases in wildlife conservation. 

5) Would you like to leave a message to the young 

researchers of Latin America? 

My message is the following: do not give up on 

your dream of becoming a wildlife professional. 

Many people will tell you that a professional future 

in this area is uncertain. However, the results of your 

efforts and hard work will lead you to a future that 

will make you proud. Remember that it is better to 

work to live than to live to work. We live in countries 

with enviable biological wealth, thus we have to 

honor our biodiversity by being the best professionals 

we can possibly be. 

 

6) What are your expectations as chair of our 

session? 

This is the biggest professional challenge I 

have ever faced. Many of you may think I am too 

young, or that I do not have enough experience to 

occupy this position. But I can assure you that when 

I decided to apply, it was very clear to me that, if 

elected, I would do my best to maintain and raise the 

reach of our session in Latin America. I am very 

proud to be part of this office. Marina, Aricia, Oscar 

and Diego are incredible professionals. And I can 

guarantee that, without a doubt, we will do our best 

to help our section. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR 

PROFESSIONALS WORKING 

WITH CAPTIVE AND FREE-

RANGING NON-HUMAN 

PRIMATES 
 

A joint statement by the 

 
National Center for Research and Conservation of Brazilian 

Primates (ICMBio/CPB),  

Brazilian Society of Primatology (SBPr),  

IUCN SSC Conservation Planning Specialist Group (CPSG 

Brasil),  

Latin-American Society of Primatology (SLAPrim),  

International Primatological Society (IPS), 

IUCN SSC Primate Specialists Group (IUCN/SSC/PSG) e 

Permanent Commission for the Protection of Native Primates 

of the State of São Paulo (Pró-Primatas Paulistas). 

  

In light of the recent developments regarding the 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus disease 2019) pandemic 

caused by the SARS-CoV-2 (Severe acute respiratory 

syndrome coronavirus 2), the above-mentioned 

signatory institutions herein present guidelines for 

CONSERVATION AT THE FIELD  

STATEMENT ABOUT PRIMATES, COVID-19 AND SARS-CoV-2 

White-cheeked spider monkey (Ateles marginatus). Source: Gustavo 

Canale. 
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professionals in contact with non-human primates 

either in situ or ex situ. 

 

Even though at the present moment, there is no 

current evidence of COVID-19 cross-transmission 

between humans and non-human primates, the in 

vitro infection of SARS-CoV-2 in rhesus monkeys 

confirmed the compatibility and consequent 

pneumonia in non-human primates. Additionally, 

considering our close relationship with these hosts 

and other human coronaviruses that caused previous 

outbreaks in primates, leading to moderate and severe 

symptoms, along with the COVID-19 characteristics 

of rapid dissemination and complex management, it 

is urgent to establish protocols for control and double 

the safety measures taken to protect the health of 

captive and wild primate populations worldwide. 

 

We strongly recommend that professionals from 

health, conservation and tourism areas, as well as 

government officials, political and social leaders, 

researchers, students and professionals of ex-situ 

institutions immediately start implementing 

protective measures to reduce the risk of 

introducing or exposing primates to the new 

coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 

Therefore, the signatory institutions 

recommend: 

• Cessation of tourism, research or leisure 

activities involving observation, visitation or 

proximity to non-human primates, in order to 

reduce the risk of transmission to human-

primates 

• Minimum possible contact and reduced 

activities between zoo professionals, wildlife 

management centers, and any type of fauna 

keepers or breeders (keepers, interns, 

biologists, and veterinarians) and primates 

• Institutions with captive primates must carry 

out a risk assessment plan and limit the number 

of primate contacts, as well as limit the feeding 

interaction and essential management 

procedures, following the recommendations of 

the Veterinary Council of the Species Survival 

Plan® Program - Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums (AZA). During management 

procedures, ensure that all professionals are 

using appropriate Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE), following the IUCN Best 

practice guidelines for health monitoring and 

disease control in great ape populations; 

• All people with clinical signs of COVID-19 or 

any contagious respiratory disease should 

immediately leave their functions or activities 

involving proximity or direct contact with non-

human primates.  

• All precautions listed above must be adopted 

when ongoing research, including those in the 

wild, cannot, in any way, be interrupted at the 

moment. 

 

In addition to the good practices adopted in 

primate research and management in the field and in 

captivity, we urge all involved professionals to 

dedicate extra attention on protecting primates at this 

time of high infection risk. In view of the dynamic 

pandemic scenario, we also advise all 

aforementioned professionals to actively seek 

updated information and recommendations regarding 

COVID-19 in primates.   

 

References:   

➢ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jl_jcFBZ

RHJUS2Arat8UC4QrnyqUrBQ6BXxLJkRIZu

E/edit?usp=sharing 
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SANITARY SURVEILLANCE OF WILD 

PIGS (SUS SCROFA) IN THE 

SAMBOROMBÓN BAY NATURAL 

RESERVE, BUENOS AIRES, 

ARGENTINA. 
 

Javier Aníbal Origlia1,4, María Soledad Serena1,4, 

Hernán Amendola2,4, Bruno Carpinetti3,4. 

 
1. Facultad de Ciencias Veterinarias Universidad Nacional de 

La Plata, Argentina. 

2. Organismo Provincial para el Desarrollo Sostenible 

(OPDS), Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

3. Instituto de Ciencias Sociales y Administración 

Universidad Nacional Arturo Jauretche, Argentina. 

4. Grupo de Investigación y Manejo de Cerdos Silvestres 

(GIMCS) investigacioncerdossilvestres@gmail.com 

 

In Argentina, some of the Sus scrofa wild 

populations are descendant of domestic pig breeds 

released during the Spanish colonization. 

Additionally, specimens of Eurasian boar were 

intentionally introduced around the 1900’s for 

hunting. Hybridization between wild populations and 

domestic pigs raised in the countryside is also 

common. As a consequence, the distribution pattern 

and interrelations among domestic, wild types, and 

hybrids are very confusing. Numerous subsequent 

negative impacts in livestock, agriculture and the 

environment have been identified worldwide in most 

of the places with feral populations. In spite of this, 

with a few exceptions, no systematic studies about 

the biology, distribution, sanitary status of the 

specimens or the species’ impact over local 

ecosystems have been conducted in Argentina. In our 

country, Sus scrofa is distributed across a broad range 

of habitats, including the Subantarctic forest, the 

“Monte y el Espinal”, the Esteros del Iberá, the 

Humid Chaco, and the flood plains and coastal 

lagoons of the Pampas region. In all of these areas, 

feral populations of boars and/or pigs have a negative 

impact on the flora and fauna. On the flora, they cause 

changes in the composition of the species, local 

extinction, reduction of diversity, and alteration of 

vegetation cover that favors colonization by exotic 

plants. The fauna is directly affected by predation, 

nest destruction, alimentary competition and habitat 

destruction. The boar and the wild pig are possibly 

the species with most sanitary importance for human 

and animal health. This is due to their broad 

geographic distribution and rising numbers, but 

above all, because of their relationship with domestic 

pigs, widely consumed by humans. It is broadly 

recognized that feral suids are highly mobile 

reservoirs of several viruses, bacteria and parasites 

that threaten the health humans, domestic animals 

and native wildlife. Among the most commonly 

observed diseases of feral suids are porcine 

brucellosis, Aujeszky’s disease, classic swine fever, 

trichinellosis and tuberculosis.  

 

The Samborombón Bay is located in the western 

coast of Río de la Plata estuary. Two main rivers 

(Salado and Samborombón), and numerous smaller 

waterways and artificial streams drain into that bay. 

The area hosts a great diversity of habitats, including 

marshes and intertidal streams, tidal marshes, 

seasonally flooded lagoons and freshwater swamps, 

slow flow streams, grasslands and islands of high 

lands with trees (mainly Celtis tala) and bushes. The 

"cangrejales", with high density of estuarine crabs 

CONSERVATION PROJECTS 

Figure 1. Wild pigs (Sus scrofa) at the Bahía Samborombón 

Conservation Area (Source: Ana Cesar) 
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(Chasmagnathus granulata) are a good example of 

the extremely rich productivity of this area. The 

Samborombón Bay Conservation Area has a special 

role as wildlife refuge to those species that 

disappeared from other parts of the Pampas region, 

such as the Pampas deer (Ozotoceros bezoarticus 

celer). This South American cervid is threatened, and 

Samborombón Bay Wildlife Refuge is home to their 

last population, estimated at 150 to 200 specimens, in 

the Buenos Aires Province.  

 

The Grupo de Investigación y Manejo de Cerdos 

Silvestres (GIMCS) has been working in 

Samborombón Bay since 2013, performing studies 

on emerging and re-emerging pathogens in the wild 

pig population, including those that are relevant to 

human health, livestock production and wildlife. 

During 2013-2015, the Group studied the presence of 

antibodies against Leptospira spp., Brucella spp., 

porcine respiratory coronavirus, vesicular stomatitis 

virus, foot-and-mouth disease virus, porcine 

transmissible gastroenteritis virus, classic swine fever 

virus, African swine fever virus, Aujeszky’s disease 

virus (Suid herpesvirus 1), and porcine reproductive 

and respiratory syndrome virus.  

 

Additionally, we also performed bacteriological 

analysis for Mycobacterium spp. Our results ratify the 

absence of these exotic diseases and indicate that 

36% of the animals had antibodies against Leptospira 

interrogans serovar Pomona and 62.5% against 

Aujeszky’s disease virus. Between September 2015 

and September 2016, we performed a parasitological 

survey in feces and organs of wild pigs. We found 

that 90% of the studied animals were parasitized, 

identifying Eimeria sp. (P= 18.5%), Isospora sp. (P= 

22%), Iodamoeba sp. (P= 52%), 

Macracanthorhynchus hirudinaceus (P= 33%), 

Ascaris suum (P= 22%), Oesophagostomum 

dentatum (P= 4%), Globocephalus sp. (P= 7.5%), 

Metastrongylus sp. (P= 7.5%), Hyostrongylus sp. (P= 

18.5%) and Trichuris sp. (P= 4%) in the coprological 

analysis, and M. hirudinaceus (P= 33%) and A. suum 

(P = 23%); O. dentatum (P= 3%) and hydatidic cyst 

of Echinococcus sp. (P= 20%) in the 

helminthological study; this study showed a high 

diversity of parasitic species in wild pigs, many of 

them of zoonotic importance.  

 

During the last two years the research aimed on 

detecting the exposure to or infection by Chlamydia 

spp., Aujeszky's disease virus, porcine parvovirus, 

porcine circovirus types 2 and 3 through serological 

and molecular methods. All PCR analyses for 

Aujeszky's disease virus were negative, while 

positive pig samples for Chlamydia spp., porcine 

parvovirus, porcine circovirus types 2 and 3 were 

identified, becoming the first report of the two latter 

diseases in wild pigs in Argentina. Furthermore, the 

group continues to monitor bovine tuberculosis in 

this wild pig population, and recently identified M. 

bovis in two out of 35 (5.7%) analyzed samples from 

Samborombón Bay. 

Figure 2. Pampas deer (Ozotoceros bezoarticus celer) 

(Source: Ana Cesar) 

Figure 3. Sample collection (Source: Ana Cesar) 
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The obtained population and sanitary data were 

important to highlight the local existing problems and 

the potential risks for biodiversity health and 

conservation. These data were relevant to the 

approval of the “Proyecto Piloto para el Control de 

las Poblaciones de Cerdo Silvestre en el Ámbito de la 

Reserva Natural Bahía Samborombón, Ley 12.016” 

by the Government of the Province of Buenos Aires, 

in 2019. As part of this project, a course entitled 

“Controllers of biological invasions: boards and wild 

pigs” was imparted. The course aimed on training the 

local population, farmers, professionals in the area 

and hunters of the region about the influence of 

Samborombón Bay. 

 

Our group’s future goal is to continue monitoring 

porcine parvovirus, Aujeszky’s disease virus, porcine 

circovirus types 2 and 3, Leptospira spp., Chlamydia 

spp. and pathogenic mycobacteria of the 

Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex through 

molecular and serological studies, as well as 

performing viral and bacterial isolation. The study 

area is a wetland of great importance for migratory 

birds (e.g., Anseriformes and Charadriiformes), 

considered natural reservoirs of Influenza virus, thus, 

with a high potential for wild pig 

and bird interaction. Therefore, 

we will also focus on the 

presence of rotavirus and 

influenzavirus, both considered 

of great Public Health 

importance.  

 

References: 

➢ Artuso MC, Pereyra D, 

Pérez AE, Arocena 

GM,Laksman YP, 

Echeverría MG, Serena 

MS,Zenobi CR, 

Sanguinetti HR, Escobar 

Cabrera OE. (2014) 

Determinación viral y 

caracterización 

molecular del virus de 

Aujeszky en plantas de 

faena y cerdos salvajes, 

como parte del programa oficial de 

vigilancia epidemiológica en la República 

Argentina; SENASA; SNS; 1; 5-6; 12-2014; 

62-66 

➢ Carpinetti B, Di Guirolamo G, Delgado JV, 

Martínez RD. (2016). El cerdo criollo 

costero: valioso recurso zoogenético local de 

la provincia de Buenos Aires Argentina. 

Archivos de zootecnia, 65(251), 403-407. 

➢ Carpinetti B, Castresana G, Rojas P, Grant J, 

Marcos A, Monterubbianesi M, Sanguinetti 

H, Serena MS, Echeverría MG, Garciarena 

M, Aleksa A. (2017). Determinación de 

anticuerpos contra patógenos virales y 

bacterianos seleccionados en la población de 

cerdos silvestres (Sus scrofa) de la Reserva 

Natural Bahía Samborombón, Argentina. 

Analecta Veterinaria, 37. 

➢ Ciocco RB, Carpinetti BN, Rojas P, 
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Revista Mexicana de Biodiversidad, 90(1). 

Figure 4: Interaction between wild pigs (Sus scrofa) and southern screamers (Chauna 

torquata) at the Samborombón Bay Conservation Area (Source: Ana Cesar) 
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We would like to introduce the new WDA-LA 

Latin American Student Chapter Board. We thank the 

former team: Irene Sacristán Yagüe (ex-President), 

Carlos Sacristán Yagüe (ex-Vice-president), Hugo 

Mendoza (ex-secretary) and Angélica María Sánchez 

Sarmiento (ex-treasurer), for their effort during the 

creation of the chapter and development of the first 

activities directed to our students, the future of our 

association. 

 

ROBERTA RAMBLAS ZAMANA, 

PRESIDENT 

BSc by the Pontifícia Universidade Católica 

de Campinas (2008-2011), MSc in Sciences by the 

Post-Graduate program in Experimental and 

Comparative Pathology at the School of Veterinary 

Medicine and Animal Sciences (FMVZ), University 

of São Paulo (USP) (2016-2018). Member of the 

Research Group of Fibropapillomatosis in Sea 

Turtles – LAPCOM/FMVZ/USP since 2016, 

working on the 

detection and 

characterization of 

Chelonid 

alphaherpesvirus 5 by 

molecular biology. 

PhD Candidate at the 

same institution since 

August 2018. E-mail: 

rrzamana@gmail.com  

 

 FERNANDO J. VILCHEZ DELGADO, 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

STUDENT CHAPTER 

The “Grupo de investigación y manejo de cerdos silvestres 

(GIMCS)” is a multidisciplinary group, composed by 

professionals of the Instituto de Ciencias Sociales y 

Administración Universidad Nacional Arturo Jauretche, 

Facultad de Ciencias Veterinarias de la Universidad 

Nacional de La Plata, Instituto Nacional de Tecnología 

Agropecuaria, Facultad de Ciencias Veterinarias de la 

Universidad Nacional de Buenos Aires, Organismo 

Provincial para el Desarrollo Sostenible (OPDS), Facultad 

de Ciencias Naturales y Museo Universidad Nacional de La 

Plata, and Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad 

Agroalimentaria (SENASA) 

mailto:rrzamana@gmail.com
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Veterinarian by the Universidad Peruana 

Cayetano Heredia (UPCH). Currently studying the 

occurrence of arboviruses in Neotropical primates 

brought to Peruvian coastal cities by the illegal 

wildlife traffic. Member or the Virology Group of 

Instituto de Medicina Tropical Alexander von 

Humboldt in Lima, Peru. Previously, he has 

conducted studies on Peruvian populations of South 

American fur seal (Arctocephalus australis) to survey 

the occurrence 

of Brucella sp. 

and other 

abortion-

associated 

factors in this 

species. His 

main interest is 

in the study of 

infectious 

diseases in 

wildlife, 

specially on the ecology of viral diseases. E-mail: 

fernando.vilchez.d@upch.pe  

 

DEYRA JATZIRE ORTIZ CHABOLLA, 

SECRETARY 

Veterinarian by the 

Universidad Nacional 

Autónoma de México 

(UNAM). Interested in 

disease ecology and 

anthropogenic impact. 

Former member of the 

Laboratorio de Ecología de 

Enfermedades y Una Salud 

(LEEYUS) de la Facultad 

de Medicina Veterinaria 

(FMVZ, UNAM), where she developed her bachelor 

thesis on hantaviruses in wild rodents from Yucatán, 

Mexico, and their relationship with landscape 

modification. Currently, Deyra is finishing her 

International Master in Infectious Diseases and One 

Health (IDOH) at the Université de Tours (France), 

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (Spain) and the 

University of Edinburgh (United Kingdom), and 

doing an internship at the Institute de Recherche pour 

le Développement (IRD) of Montpellier (France), 

studying west Nile virus in the United States of 

America and Mexico. E-mail: 

deyra.ortizch@gmail.com 

 

 

JESSICA PAOLA MATEUS ANZOLA, 

TREASURER 

Graduated 

in Veterinary 

Medicine at the 

Universidad de la 

Salle, MSc in 

Sciences by the 

Universidad 

Nacional 

Autónoma de 

México (UNAM). 

Member of the 

Laboratorio de Ecología de Enfermedades y Una 

Salud (LEEyUS) of the Facultad de Medicina 

Veterinaria y Zootecnia (FMVZ-UNAM). PhD 

Candidate at the FMVZ-UNAM. Interested on the 

ecology of infectious zoonotic diseases. Since 2016, 

Jessica has worked on the molecular and eco-

epidemiological characterization of influenza A 

viruses in a wildlife - livestock interface in Mexico. 

e-mail: jessica29anzol@hotmail.com 

 

ESPERANZA BELTRAMI WOELKAR, 

REPRESENTATIVE OF CHILE 
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Conservation and Management. She has worked in 

the Mediterranean and semi-desert ecosystems in 

north-central Chile, studying spatiotemporal 
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is a PhD Candidate in 

Veterinary Sciences at the 

Universidad Austral de 

Chile, focusing her research 

line in Disease Ecology and 

Ecoimmunology of wild 

mammals along 

anthropization gradients. Her 

doctoral research aims on 

exploring changes in 

parasitism (ectoparasites) and physiological (immune 

biomarkers) patterns of micro-mammals in areas with 

different anthropogenic impacts, in a semi-desert 

landscape of Chile, assessing environmental and host 

factors associated with these changes. She is highly 

motivated to work with multidisciplinary research 

teams and contribute to the expansion of ecological 

and epidemiological knowledge about wildlife 

populations, the education of human communities 

and development of strategies to maintain and 

improve global health/welfare. E-mail: 

beltramiwoelkar@gmail.com 
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Medicina Veterinaria y 

Zootecnia de la UNAM. His 
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spread. E-mail: 
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Facultad de Veterinaria de la 
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University of Illinois, 

Brookfield Zoo and LSU, at the 

Unites States of America. 
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of wildlife under human care. 
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infectious diseases, and One Health. Currently 

working at a veterinary clinic and preparing her 

application for a PhD in Wildlife Epidemiology at 

LSU. E-mail: graci.gao@hotmail.com 
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BSc by the Universidad 

Nacional de la Patagonia 

"San Juan Bosco" 

(UNLPSJB). PhD Candidate 

at the Laboratorio de 

Genómica y Bioinformática 

de Patógenos (Facultad de 

Medicina - Universidad de 

Buenos Aires) and at the 

Laboratorio de Ecología de 

Enfermedades (Facultad de 

Ciencias Veterinarias - Universidad Nacional del 

Litoral), working on the molecular eco-epidemiology 

of helminths of sanitary interest and conservation of 

wild and domestic mammals in the Argentinean 

coast. His goal is to characterize prevalent but 

scarcely known species (Diosctophyme renale and 

Echinococcus spp.) through biochemical, molecular 

and morphological methods, studying their evolutive 

history and the biological scenario in which their life 

cycle occurs. E-mail: lucasfarce.lfa@gmail.com 
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